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fact of the continued existence of the peasant proprietor — no 
doubt it is this consistency which gives them their strength. The 
people can understand a doctrine which has been consistently 
preached and practised for more than a generation, and will sup- 
port it while it remains unchanged. It has become for them, as 
Mr. Russell says, a religion. But for that very reason to introduce 
into it the English light-hearted insincerity would be fatal to its 
stability, and would probably reduce it to the wavering game of 
expediency which is played by English Socialists. "It is to be 
hoped," writes Mr. Russell, discussing the future of German 
Social Democracy, " that, like other religious bodies, like the two 
chief leaders at the last Congress, they will lose something in logi- 
cal acumen, and adopt, in their political activity, maxims really 
inconsistent with their fundamental principles, but necessitated by 
practical exigencies, and reconciled by some more or less fallacious 
line of reasoning." Very likely the adoption of such a plan of 
campaign might be followed by many much needed concessions, 
but would it not bring also the downfall of Social Democracy? 

That Mr. Russell advocates this compromising policy as a friend, 
and not as an insidious enemy, is clear ; but, on the whole, he pre- 
serves the attitude of the impartial historian throughout, and his 
intimate knowledge of the subject has enabled him to produce a 
book which will be very useful to the student. 

H. Bosanquet. 
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